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FUTURE
DIRECTIONS

Involve more teachers
and students

Evaluate the impact of the project on
environmental awareness of participants

Improve the dissemination of the results

Build partnerships with similar projects
in Europe and around the world

CLIMATE CHANGE
The climate change categories highlight
77 observations referring to
non- indigenous/thermophilic
species including the well known
royal crab Callinectes sapidus
and the molluscs Rapana venosa
and Anadara inaequivalvis

ANTHROPOGENIC PRESSURES
The largest number of observations relating to this category

of indicators refers to marine litter (35,248 observations):
56% of these observations refer to artificial

polymers (plastic). Other indicators of this category
refer to discharges into the sea (830 observations)

and to fishing activities (892 observations
carried out as interviews

with  fishermen)

BIODIVERSITY
Among the +31,000 approved
observations, 174 observations
of rare and protected
marine species stand out,
such as fan shell (Pinna
nobilis), sea turtles
(Caretta caretta) or
the dusky grouper
(Epinephelus
marginatus) and
the sea daffodil
(Pancratium
maritimum) 

426
schools

1,800+
teachers

12,000+
students

RESULTS

Collected data are sent back to GdC team for validation and analysis
Results are finally returned to the public

Students
learned how to conduct

environmental monitoring and went
out to collect data about biodiversity,

pollution and climate change

feedback

Teachers
participated in the online training
course, transferred the knowledge

to the students and organized
the field surveys

feedback

GdC team
created supporting platforms
(website & app) and provided

training materials for teachers
and students (webinars)

The Guardiani della Costa (GdC) project was launched in Italy in 2017 to raise
environmental awareness by involving secondary school students in monitoring activities

regarding indicators of biodiversity, anthropogenic pressure and climate change along the Italian coasts.
The project contributed to raise awareness of thousands of Italian young citizens about the environmental problems

affecting the Mediterranean Sea. The implementation of accessible and user-friendly tools made the survey
activity very effective. Rare events (occurrence of non-indigenous species, mass mortality events and

stranding of endangered species) were detected and reported.

Guardiani della Costa
Building awareness on the marine environment

conservation by involving secondary school students

With the patronage of the Italian Ministry of the Environment
and the institutional partnership of the Coast Guard

Partners of the project:


